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Dimensions: 9.0in. x 6.0in. x 0.7in.Reviews: Evening Press, York: Review by Emma Patchett Branwell Brontes
Barbers Tale, by Chris Firth (East Coast Books, 7. 99) WUTHERING Heights is one of my favourite pieces of
literature. So I was interested to read a book that claimed it was a must-read for all Bronte fans who wanted to
know the truth. I have heard about the disputed authorship of the famous novel, and had never been convinced
it was penned by any other than the named author, Branwells sister Emily. In this novel the case for alternative
authorship is put forward from the perspective of a close friend of Branwells, the barber and poet George
McCraw. The book features a letter sent by McCraw to the Halifax Courier in 1861, and uses this as a basis to
delve into the barbers life in Victorian Bradford, the murky and polluted world of the city providing a suitably
macabre backdrop for the events which unfold. The reader follows McCraw as he relives his past and present in
a quest to reveal the true authorship of the work. Another interesting edge to the story is added when the
barber himself is alluded to as Branwells muse for the notorious HeathcliF. But this book is not really for those
seeking a convincing historical argument. Although it provides the more discerning reader with a personal
slant on a famous literary issue, the pleasure comes from the entertaining tale Firth weaves around it. At one
point, I admit, the book had me wavering on the question of authorship, but by the time I had got halfway
through, the issue no longer seemed to be of importance. The novel has lots of pace and is...
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