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indexed. Not illustrated. 1901 Excerpt: they include far more than they did a century ago. The alarmist s cry of
paternalism carries no terror with it. because the people see a greater, completer form of government to be the
natural product of normal social development. In point of fact, as reported in our daily papers, government is
being compelled to assume larger responsibilities and take on industrial functions willynilly. This in its turn will
compel the people to take a more direct hand in government. Once a week would suit me. Popular legislation,
direct legislation, law-making done by the people is a reform that is already gaining headway. | have been
pleased to notice in The Social Gospel reports of the adoption of some forms of the referendum in several
states. This that is already accomplished in the right direction encourages us who have been deprived of one
half of our town meetings to hope for better things. Every state, county, city or township officer should be voted
on yearly. Every important legislative act should be submitted to a popular vote before it can become law.
Every executive or judiciary function should be subject, not so remotely as at present, to the popular will. Voting
for a governor or a president is a leap in the dark. 1 is not self-government. We choose, or rather we are
supposed to choose, the men who shall rule over us. This is surely quite another thing than ruling over
ourselves, or than majority rule....
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