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President The Reader may be desirous to know what suggested the present essay to the mind of the writer; and
to satisfy those who may be so curious, | propose to give a short statement of the causes that led to its
production. In the latter part of 1864, | joined the National Union Lyceum. It then met at 481 Ninth street west,
but soon afterwards obtained the Aldermen s Chamber, City Hall, where it continued to meet until its dissolution
(on account of political rancor) in the summer of 1866. A majority of its members were more inclined to be
radical than otherwise; but there were a small minority who were poisonously secesh, and yet pretended to be
Union men. They were Andy Johnson men to the core. It is now a matter of history that in April, 1864, it was
proposed in the Senate of the United States to so amend the Constitution as to abolish slavery throughout the
Union. It passed both Houses in the month of January, 1865, and was approved by that great good man,
Abraham Lincoln, on February 1st, 1865, just seventy-three days before his death, which occurred on the
morning of April the 15th, 1865, from the effects of a wound inflicted by a pistol ball fired the night previous by
the unparalleled assassin John Wilkes Booth. Immediately after its approval the amendment was sent out to the
several States of the Union for the approval of their several legislatures; it was, therefore, for some time the
great topic of the day, and was discussed by every newspaper and lyceum...
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