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Rowman & Littlefield. Hardback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Pinkerton's War: The Civil War's Greatest
Spy and the Birth of the U.S. Secret Service, Jay Bonansinga, A thrilling historical account of Allan Pinkerton's
pivotal role in the Civil War and the birth of the Secret Service Scottish immigrant Allan Pinkerton is best known
for creating the Pinkerton National Detective Agency, which gained renown for solving train robberies in the
1850s and battling the labor movement in the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth centuries. But the central
drama of his career, and the focus of this book, was his work as protector of President Abraham Lincoln and
head of a network of Union spies (including himself!) who posed as Confederate soldiers and sympathizers in a
deadly cat-and-mouse game. As here told in riveting prose by author Jay Bonansinga, Pinkerton's politics and
abolitionist sympathies drew the attention of supporters of presidential incumbent Abraham Lincoln-and
Pinkerton was hired to act as his bodyguard. Pinkerton was asked to organize the U.S. government's first
"Secret Service," and during the Civil War he managed a network of spies who worked behind confederate lines
and tackled espionage at the highest levels in Washington. By war's end, the agency's reputation was so well
established that it was often hired by the government to perform many of the same duties today assigned to
the Secret Service, the FBI, the CIA, and, most recently, the Department of Homeland Security. -- Bonansigna is
also the author of the novelization of the huge hit television series The Walking Dead, a book titled The Walking
Dead: Rise of the Governor.
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