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indexed. Not illustrated. 1844 Excerpt: . undertaking at the beginning of the spring, to change the scene of his
labours to the west, and to visit the metropolis of the Roman Empire for the first time, he must have been
gratified to form a connexion previously with the church in that city. The journey of Phoebe, the deaconess of
the church at Cenobrasa, who had been induced by various circumstances to visit Rome, gave him the best
opportunity for this purpose, while, at the same time, he recommended her to the care of the Roman church.
Paul himself had preached the gospel in Illyria; possibly he only mentioned this as the extreme limit at far at
which he had reached in preaching the gospel. It is here taken for granted, that the 16th chapter belongs with
the whole of the Epistle to the Romans, which in modern times has been disputed by Schuh in the Studien und
Kritiken, vol. ii. p. 609; but, as it appears to me, on insufficient grounds. It may excite surprise that Paul should
salute so many individuals in a church to which he was personally a stranger, and that we find among them
relations and old friends of the apostle from Palestine, and other parts of the East. But we must recollect, that
Rome was always the rendezvous of persons from all parts of the Roman empire, a fact stated by Athenseus in
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