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the Speech of the Hon. Henry Clay in Senate, February 9, 1839 Mr. President - I rise to present for the
consideration of the Senate, numerous petitions signed by, not only citizens of my own State, but citizens of
several other States, New York, Pennsylvania, Michigan, Illinois, and Indiana. These petitioners, amounting in
number to several thousand, have thought proper to make me their organ, in communicating to Congress their
opinions and wishes on subjects which, to them, appear of the highest importance. These petitions, sir, are on
the subject of slavery, the slave trade as carried on within and from this District, the slave trade between the
diFerent States of this Confederacy, between this country and Texas, and against the admission of that country
into the Union, and also against that of any other State, whose constitution and laws recognise or permit
slavery. I take this opportunity to present all these petitions together, having detained some of them for a
considerable time in my hands, in order that as small a portion of the attention of the Senate might be taken up
on their account as would be consistent with a strict regard to the rights of the petitioners. And I now present
them under the most peculiar circumstances that have ever probably transpired in this or any other country. I
present them on the heel of the petitions which have been presented by the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Clay]
signed by the inhabitants of this District, praying that Congress would not receive petitions on the subject of
slavery in the District, from any...
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